




Slide purpose:
• To inform parents that all schools must teach phonics in Reception
Suggested script:
• The National Curriculum specifies that all schools must teach children to read 

using phonics in Reception.
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To provide a simple definition of phonics

Suggested script:
• So what is phonics?
• Read the slide.
• It sounds complicated but it really isn’t! 
• Let's learn some important words that will help you understand phonics ...



Slide purpose:
• To give simple definitions of key terminology

Notes:
• Explain what each word means:
• Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. We 

sometimes simply call
this a ‘sound’,

• Grapheme: a letter or group of letters used to represent a phoneme
• Digraph: a grapheme using 2 letters to represent 1 phoneme (two letters, one 

sound) e,g. rain – the ‘ai’ make an A sound, two letters making one sound
• Trigraph: 3 letters, one sound, as in light – igh says I
• Blend: combine individual phonemes into a whole word e.g. c-a-t=cat
• Segment: Identify each individual phoneme in a word from left to right. 

Important for spelling, but needs to be practiced orally first. We often call this 
robot talking: can you pass me the j-a-m, put that in the b-i-n please.



Slide purpose:
• To introduce Phase 2

Notes
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of the Phase 2 sounds

Suggested script:
• We usually teach four new sounds a week and have a review lesson on a 

Friday. 
• You will get a list of the sounds that we are learning to have at home. This will 

help you with letter formation (handwriting) and pronunciation. – this comes 
as a weekly homework sheet, designed for you to share with your child and to 
keep you informed of our current learning.



Slide purpose:
• To practise the Phase 2 sounds

Notes
• Video links to support pure sounds will be sent out to you all this week 

following this meeting.



Slide purpose:
• To introduce blending

Suggested script:
• Teacher-led blending is teaching children how to blend, directed and 

demonstrated by the teacher. 
• It is repeated daily in the Autumn term.



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of blending

Suggested script:
• Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a little longer. 
• If your child is finding it difficult, ask your child’s teacher for ways to help at 

home – playing blending games at home is so helpful!
• Show parents the ‘How we teach blending’ video from ‘For parents’ area of 

the website: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

• We will assess learning every six weeks. All children learn at different paces. 
Some might be put into an intervention group to support their learning 
following assessment – this is a great opportunity to for them to practice their 
phonic skills. 

• Children who are in an intervention group, will be assessed every 3 weeks. 
They may then leave the group, or continue if more support needed.



Slide purpose:
• To introduce tricky words

Notes:
• Read the slide.
• We teach the children that these words have a tricky part which will try to 

trick you! E.g. He – the e says its name not it’s phoneme. It’s trying to trick us. 
We just have to learn how to read tricky words when we see them as we can’t 
really sound them out!



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of tricky words

Notes
• Watch the ‘How we teach tricky words’ video on the website: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of the whole programme’s progression

Suggested script:
• We will work our way through the whole Little Wandle Programme until your 

child can read fluently.



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of the programme’s efficacy

Suggested script:
• There are specific resources for the Little Wandle Programme which the 

children will be very familiar with. 
• Each sound that we teach to begin with has either a mnemonic (like the 

astronaut that you can see here) or a phrase like boing-boing for ‘oi’. This helps 
the children recognise and remember the graphemes. 

• Every time we teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics 
lesson that contain that new sound so that the children practise what they 
have learned. 

• We then go on to reading a sentence containing some of those words. 
• We have displays in the classroom and on the tables to support the children 

throughout the day. 





Slide purpose:
• To introduce spelling

Notes:
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To provide an overview of spelling

Notes:
• Show the process with a Phase 2 word, e.g. pin, dig, hug.

• Say it: pin
• Segment it: p-i-n
• Count the sounds: 3 using a finger for each sound
• Write down the sounds you heard



Slide purpose:
• To introduce decodable books

Suggested script:
• The children read the same book three times in a week. 
• The first time we work on decoding (sounding out) the words, the second time 

we work on prosody which is reading with expression – making the book 
sound more interesting with our story-teller voice or our David Attenborough 
voice – and the third time we look at comprehension. 

• We read the books three times at school because we want to develop the 
fluency. 

• The more children see words, the more they begin to read them automatically 
without having to sound them out.



Slide purpose:
• To introduce book matching

Suggested script:
• We assess your child every six weeks to check progress. 
• Any child who needs extra support has Daily Keep-up sessions planned for 

them.





Slide purpose:
• To introduce the process and format for reading at home

Suggested script:
• As well as the ‘learning to read’ book that your child will bring home they will 

also bring home a book for sharing with you. 
• This shared book is SO important. This is how we are going to give them the 

WILL to read. 
• Please read with your child as often as you can – at least once a day if 

possible.



Slide purpose:
• To give guidance on reading the decodable book at home

Notes
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To give guidance on reading wordless books at home

Notes:
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To give guidance on reading the shared book at home

Notes:
• Read the slide.



Slide purpose:
• To give guidance on supporting phonics learning at home

Suggested script:
• It is really important that you pronounce the sounds correctly at home if you 

are supporting your child. 
• Video links will follow this session by email



Slide purpose:
• To summarise key takeaways

Suggested script:
• Celebrate your child’s success at school.
• Make time for reading at home!



Slide purpose:
• Key takeaways/final message

Notes:
• Read the quote.


